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K DATE 

3.  LOCATION 

2 i N o V c :r*  b e r Ido  7 

Iloulu,  Alabama 

3.  DATE*TtME  CROUP 

4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

O Ground* Vi  tual 

XQ  Ground* Rader 

GMT  21/0;i00Z 

□ Ai^Viaual 

□ Air*lntareapt  Rader 

S.  PHOTOS  1 

“jrrouRti 

XQ  Yot 

:^:ilitary 

□ No 

7.  length  OF  OBSERVATION 

a.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

not  ^iven 

one 

dovni 

12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Was  Bolloon 
G Probobly  Dolloen 

□ PoamiUy  BoMeen 

□ Wot  Aircraft 

□ Probably  Aircraft 
D Pottibly  Aircroft 

D Wot  Attrenomleol 
D Probably  Attrortomieol 
D Pottibly  Astronomicol 

D-:  Qthor.falso 

□ Irt sufficient  Doto  (or  Evaluation 
O Unhftowft 


10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 

Radar  picked  '.ip  ' tarn,et 
ionj^  nnd  10  miles  wide 
uianes  were  unable  to 


15  miles 
. Civil  air- 
pick  up  target. 


IK  COMMENTS 

La c k i n g any  v i s u a 1 o ‘o s e r v a i:  i o ii 
of  so  luige  nil  object,  it  must 

a Cals  e 


be  considoi'od 


I’eturn 


ATIC  F039M  329  (KKV  26  SKP  52) 


/ / 7 — 


CAn'KGO’lY  ^ ' 

ALi.  T^’Tr.'^N^L  uE^r.^yr!'''  MV  ni?w,«IWln 
PRIOR  TO  T>!2C^AR»t7fCA*»*’.»*N  VNCCilillTI 

RKFRRF.ncE  if  t:tE  pATr^'ciwK  I 


^ r»  >if*- 


> I 


Iv:  CCMEU  557  ACWRCK'  HOUK  AL'A"  " 
TO  CCMDR  ATIC  WP  APE  OHIO  J'  ' 


TETG'  43’0335Z  DOCK  KSG 


kCP3  ZOiL.  rOR  CIC  STEWART  APB  NEWBURGH.  ^ 

i!?BC7.TE  M-125,  22  NOVEMBER  57.  OBSERVATION  TIMES  PROM  -/ 

21  NOVEMBER  57  05032  TO  0S5SZ  OR  3331  TO  0253  CENTRAL  STAMRARI,'  i/ •' 
TIME.  WILLIAM  H STUCD  SECOND  LT  UNITED  STATES  AIR  PCRCE 
AO  3355515  OP  557  ACPT  CONTRCL  AND  WARNING  SQUADRON  MADE  DUE 
03SERVAT.ICN.  THE  GEO  REP  CT  THIS  STATION  IP  FJG  33A3. 

STAFF  SERGEANT  SKENKLEBURG,  AIR  FORCE  SPECIALITY  CODE  27353, 

STAFF  SERGEANT  STEWART,  AIR  FORCE  SPECIALITY  CODE  27553  AND 
AIRMAN  FIRST  CLASS  WRIGHT,  AIR  FORCE  SPECIALITY  CCDE  27353, 

ALL  DESERVED  THIS  TRACK.  SERGEANT  SHENKLEBURGS  EXPERIENCE  5 YEARS, 
SERGEANTS  STEWARTS  EXPERIENCE  4 YEARS  AND  AIRMAN  WRIGHTS 
EXPERIENCE  2 AND  1 HALF  YEARS.  11  FROM  THIS  STATION  VISUALLY  OBSE 
WE  TARGET.  NO  KNOWN  VISUAL  OBSERVATIONS  UERE  MADE  BY  ANYONE. 

SCOPE  PHOTOS  WERE  TAKEN  WITH  A PICTURE  BEING  TAKEN  EVERY  15 
MINUTES  DUE  TO  TARGETS  LOW  SPEED.  THE  FIS  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  AT  A 
LATER  DATE.  THE  TRACK  NUMBER  WAS  0D5S,  THE  TARGET  HAD  A SPEED. 
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PAGE  TyO 

55  KNOTS' THE  TO?  OF  HEIGHT  RANGE  INDICATOR  INDICATION  ’.'/AS  i<S,  23:3 
FEET  AND  THE  AVERAGE  BEING  12,  03  FEET.  SEE  REMARKS  SECTION. 

NO  ACFT  WERE  SCRAMBLED  CN  THIS  TRACK.  CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  ■ ;N. 
ALrilMlsTFATION  HAD  BEEN  NOTIFIED  OF  THE  SITUATION  ADN  2 COMteRCIAL  . 
AIRLINERS  PASSING  35  MILES  NORTH  OF  THE  TRACK  SEARCHED  OVER  IT 
ON  THEIR  RADAR  EQUIPMENT  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.  IT  SHOULD  EE  CONSIDER 
THiAT  THIS  WAS'  AT  A TINE  WHEN  THE  TRACK  WAS  ONLY  32  MILES  FROM 
TUS  STATION  AND  IT  HAD  BECOME  VERY  WEAK  AMD  WAS  BEGINNING 
TO  FADE  INTO  THE  GROUND  CLUTTER.  IT  ALSO  WAS  AT  A MUCH  LOWER 
ALTITUDE  AT  THIS  TIME.  WE  FIRST  PICKED  'UP  THIS  TARGET  I TALKED 
TO  BOTH  SHORTHORN  C7A7  AIRCRAFT  CONTROL  AND  WARNING  SQUADRON) 

AND  GOATEE  (S53  AIRCRAFT  CONTROL  AND  WARNING  SQUADRON).  THEY  BOTH 
HAD  RADAR  CONTACT  AND  BOTH  ASSUMED  TO  BE  WEATHER.  I DID  NOT 
BECOME  CONCERNED  WITH  THE  TRACK  UNTIL  WE  HAD  OBSERVED  IT  FOR  A 
v-JHILE  AMD  IT  HAD  MOVED  ABOUT  A3  MILES  TO'.IARDS  THIS  STATION. 

AT  THIS  TIME  BOTH  THE  OTHER  SITES  HAD  LOST  CONTACT  WITH  IT 
DUE  TO  RANGE.  LIEUTENANT  BECK  WAS  ON  DUTY  AT  7A7  AIRCRAFT 
CONTROL  AND  WARNING  SQUADRON  AMD  LT  CAHILL  AT  553  AIRCRAFT  CONTROL 
AND  WARNING  SQUADP.ON.  THE  TARGET  WAS  OBSERVED  ON  MPS~7  AND  MPS-IA 
RADAR  EQUIPMENT.  THE  SEARCH  SCOPES  WERE  UPA-35  AND  OA-175. 
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PACE  THKEE 

THE  HrIIGHT  RANGE  SCOPE  WAS  0A-27.'»,  MC  MAINTENANCE  DIEEICULTIES 

HAD  BEEN  ENCOUNTERED  RECENTLY.  A THYRATHRCN  TYPE  MODULATOR  IS 

USED  IN  BOTH  SETS.  THE  AUTOMATIC  FREQUENCY  RADAR  CONTROL  CIRCUIT 

NA?  OPERATING  PRqpERLY.  J.H .^lAILQN ..FX?.i:RiEJblCr5  . lUi:  J4? UAJ. . J NTER FERENC fj; 

ENCOUNTERED  IN  RADAR  AND  ALL  PERSONNELL  ARE  FAMILIAR  WITH  IT. 

ALL  PERSONNEL  ARE  FAMILIAR  WITH  AP  ON  THE  EQUIPMENT  USED. 

THERE  WAS  NO  A?  EXTENDING  THE  GROUND  CLUTTER  AT  THE  TIME  CF  THE 

OBSERVATION.  THE  TARGET  WAS  MUCH  LARGER  THAN  NORMAL  JiA-FFiC- 

RADAR  RETURNS.  WHEN  FIRST  OBSERVED  IT  WAS'iS  MILES  IN  DIAMETER,: 

AND  AS  IT  APPROACHED  THIS  STATION  IT  E L 0; •! OATEir,- 3 K.C 0 M I N G " fS—  ' 

MILES  LONG  AND  12  MILES  WIDE,  NO  OTHER  TARGETS  WERE  OBSERVED 
NEAR  THIS  ONE.  I INTERROGATED  MOLETEL  CM  IDENTIFICATION  FRIEND 
OR  FOE  LOOKING  FOR  STRATEGIC  AIR  COMMAND  AIRCRAFT  WITH  NEGATIVE 
RESULTS. PLANNED  POSITION  INDICATOR  TYPE  SCOPES  WERE  USED 
GIVING  A STRONG  SIGNAL  AT  FIRST,  TO  BETTER  OBSERVE,  THE  TARGET  I 
OFF  CENTERED  AND  EXPANDED  OUT  A UPA-3  TO  A RANGE  CF  52  MILES. 

THE  SIGNAL  WAS  LIGHT  YELLOW  IN  ITS  ENTIRE  AREA  WITH  GROUPS  OF 
SMALL  INTENSE  SPOTS.  THE  SIGNAL  BECAME  WEAKER  WHEN  IT  REACHED 
LAND  AND  IN  THE  END  BEFORE  IT  FADED  IN  THE  GROUND  CLUTTER  THE 
SIGNAL  WAS  NOTHING  BUT  A GROUP  CF  SMALL  INTENSE  SPOTS.  A SCAN  RATE  OF 
5 REVOLUTIONS  PER  MINUTE  WAS  USED.  THE  FREQUENCE  OF  THE  SEARCH  WAS 
12SS  MEGACYCLES  AND  THE  RANGE  INDICATOR  27S5  MEGACYCLES, 

remarks:  the  reasons  for  HY  concern  cm  THIS  TRACK  WERE 

(1)  IT  SEEMED  UNLIKELY  THAT  THIS  WAS  WEATHER  MOVING  SC  FAST  AND  ALL 
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SECURITY  OASSIFICATION  Ufaiir) 


DISPOSITION 


FORM 


r 


SUBJECT 


UFO  Report  T57-31737 


TO  AFCIH-te»J 

AlTITr  Cenpt.  Gregory 


FROM  AFCIM-4E1 


COMMENT  NO.  I 


DATE  XJ  Dec  57f  * towiMtfu 
AFCIK-it-Ela/V.  D.  Bryant/ jc 

72131/Bldg  263-D/E21  8 


-v.The  subject  report,  submitted  by  657  ACWRON,  Houm,  Alabama,  refers  to  a 


target '"15  miles  long  and  10  miles  vide  • Lacking  any  visual  observation  of  so  huge 
a -target,  ai^  Inability  of  airborne  radars  to  pick  up  the  target  (while  searching 
the  area. for  it)  at  35  miles,  it  must  be  considered  as  obviously  a false  return  on 
tl^v'radarv.'  ■ Jxist  what  caused  this  false  return  is  not  known,  and  while  the  weather 
may.  n6t:'inove  fast,A,the  ^resiilts  of  such  weather  changes  frequently  do  move  at  very 
high:rates  of  speed,,- due  to  reflections,  and  the  angles  at  which  the  signals  are 
reflected.  • Returns,  such  as  the  one  under  discussion  usually  are  due  to  phenomena 
brought  about  by  some  weather  condition.  The  fact  that  no  aircraft  were  scrambled 
for- such  an  unusual  target  indicates  there  must  have  been  conp*elling  doubts  in  the 
mi nAti  of  the  Operating  personnel  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  subject  targets. 


**.»-  ir  - i ' * » ■*  . - 


^ -V- 

- I 4^#  It  ' - w 


. 4^  ■ 


T * ? 


!■  IncI- ' • 
lac  Msg  dtd.  2h'  Hov.  57 
CEEEi-.  OPS  0014157-31737 

cyb'  ith  .1  ■'  . 


^ GORDON  C.  H0PFr«H 
L^Colonel,  USAF 
AFCHI-4E1 
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